
Patients with breast cancer

Age ≤65

Meets any of the 
following eligibility criteria:

• Candidates for PARPi therapy
• TNBC
• Assigned male sex at birth
• Ashkenazi Jewish ancestry
• Member of population with 

increased prevalence of 
BRCA

Candidate for PARPi? Diagnosed at age ≤65

BRCA testing recommended; 
panel testing offered based 
on personal or family history

Yes

Genetic testing offered 
based on personal or family 

history and if result will 
inform personal risk 

management or family risk 
assessment 

NoNo

Yes

BRCA testing recommended; 
panel testing offered based 
on personal or family history

BRCA testing recommended; 
panel testing offered based 
on personal or family history

Genetic testing offered 
based on personal or family 

history and if result will 
inform personal risk 

management or family risk 
assessment 

Yes

No

BRCA testing offered; panel 
testing offered if result will 

inform personal risk 
management or family risk 

assessment 

Yes

No

Newly diagnosed breast 
cancer

Recurrent breast cancer or 
new contralateral or 

ipsilateral primary breast 
cancer

Patients with a prior history 
of breast cancer

Meets any of the 
following eligibility criteria:

• Personal or family history suggests 
possibility of a pathogenic variant

• Assigned male sex at birth
• TNBC
• Ashkenazi Jewish ancestry or member of 

population with an increased 
prevalence of founder 

mutations

BRCA testing offered; panel 
testing offered if result will 

inform personal risk 
management or family risk 

assessment 

Yes

Genetic testing offered 
based on personal or family 

history and if result will 
inform personal risk 

management or family risk 
assessment 

No

Germline Testing in Patients with Breast Cancer Algorithm

This algorithm is derived from recommendations in Germline Testing in Patients With Breast Cancer: ASCO-SSO Guideline. This is a tool based on an ASCO Guideline and is not intended to substitute for the independent professional judgment of the treating physician. Practice guidelines do not account for individual variation among patients. This tool does not purport to suggest any particular course of medical treatment. 
Use of the guideline and this tool are voluntary.

www.asco.org/breast-cancer-guidelines  ©American Society of Clinical Oncology 2023.  All rights reserved.
For licensing opportunities, contact licensing@asco.org

     

Abbreviations. PARPi, poly(ADP-
ribose) polymerase inhibitors; TNBC, 
triple-negative breast cancer 
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